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Fears for animals after fires

Elfian Schieren, a resident of W Tree, a high country hamlet about 80
kilometres north-east of Bairnsdale, said she had witnessed logging
near her property in recent weeks.

"I've personally witnessed and documented logging at Cape Conran,
which is a known long-footed potoroo habitat, a federally listed
threatened species," she said.

"There is also unburnt masked owl habitat on Boundary Road and
glider habitat near the Lakes Colquhoun Road in the Colquhoun
State Forest that has been logged.”

VicForests said its logging had had minimal impact on threatened
species.

"We have a complex prioritisation process we use to
identify areas for harvesting that will have minimal
impact to threatened species," it said in a statement.

"These coupes would have had all of the appropriate surveys by
VicForests."

Find more local news

Tell us your location and find more local ABC News and
information

Mr Crook said the surveys were not thorough enough and needed
reviewing.

"The State Government's own surveys confirm that threatened
species are in the coupes they are logging at Colquhoun State
Forest, just not in the numbers required by the laws to protect them,"
he said.

"These numbers were decided on before the fires and haven't been
reviewed since.

"It's ironic and somewhat frustrating that on one hand the
Government is spending millions trying to understand and
remediate the impacts of the fires, but on the other is allowing
logging to occur before they have counted the trees or completed
the regional forest agreement assessments with the Federal
Government.'
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