
Devastating find at bottom of tree despite
repeated warnings: ‘This has to stop’
UPDATED: Conservationists have called the find 'disgraceful' and called on the state
government's loggers to cease their operations.

Updated 15 May 2024 · 5-min read

Blake Nisbet (right) was left devastated after finding an endangered greater glider at the base of a tree felled by the Victorian
government. Source: Forest Conservation Victoria

Michael Dahlstrom · Environment Editor

A grim prediction by conservationists has been realised inside an Australian

national park this morning.

For over a month, conservationists had warned a Victorian government plan

to fell ancient hollow-bearing trees in the state's east to create fire breaks

would kill endangered wildlife.

Yahoo News has seen letters sent to the Federal and Victorian environment

departments and their ministers, raising concerns about the welfare of over

20 threatened species living in the Yarra Ranges National Park. At the top of

the list were southern greater gliders — a species listed as endangered due to

habitat loss.

Worryingly greater gliders had been documented using hollows in trees

earmarked for removal by Forest Fire Management Victoria, an arm of the

Department of Environment. On Wednesday, conservation group Wildlife of

the Central Highlands (WOTCH) found one squashed flat next to a tree they

had documented them living inside.

Related: Logging company responds after 'botching' simple greater glider rule

188 times

The greater glider was found by investigators on Wednesday morning. Source: Forest Conservation Victoria

Grainy video reveals investigator's heartbreak after
greater glider death

Reception is poor inside parts of Yarra Ranges and the video uploaded after

the greater glider was discovered is grainy. But the heartbreak in the voice of

the man who found it, WOTCH’s Blake Nesbit, is clear.

“They are removing large hollow bearing trees including trees where

community groups have reported endangered animals are living inside them.

And regardless of those [reports] they’ve come through and cut down the

trees,” he says while squatting beside the flattened glider," Blake says.

"We specifically told the government that greater gliders were nesting in this

tree... This is disgraceful, and has to stop. Even when notified of the presence

of a federally listed threatened wildlife, the information was ignored – with

deadly consequences," he later added in a statement.

Working together with WOTCH, the Victorian National Parks Association

(VNPA) identified two greater gliders utilising the tree before it was felled by

Forest Fire Management Victoria (FFMV) – an arm of Victoria’s environment

department (DEECA).

VNPA's executive director Matt Ruchel declared the situation is now “out of

control” and called for an immediate intervention by authorities to force FFMV

to stop work. “We are furious at this deadly failure to take the survival of

threatened wildlife seriously,” he said.

Discover more of our environment coverage.

Lawyers call for government to intervene in tree felling
operation after greater glider death

Environmental Justice Australia which sent letters to government on behalf of

the conservationists responded to the greater glider's death, noting that

killing an endangered species is illegal under federal and state laws.

“Forest Fire Management is acting with impunity and must be reigned in by

the regulators,” Special Counsel Danya Jacobs said.

"This destruction of critical habitat of endangered species is clearly breaking

federal environment laws designed to protect Greater Gliders and

Leadbeater’s Possums."

Do Australian environment laws protecting endangered
species?

Australia's national environment protection laws are generally not able to

regulate state bushfire prevention works, even if they impact species it lists as

threatened with extinction. During a 2020 independent review commissioned

by the Morrison Government the Environment Protection and Biodiversity

Conservation (EPBC) Act was described as “Ineffective”, “weak” and

“tokenistic”.

Labor was elected in 2022 promising to reform the EPBC, but this process is

yet to be completed. That year Environment Minister Tanya Plibersek said the

Commonwealth's “current approach” to combatting the crisis “has not been

working”.

“If we keep doing what we've been doing, we'll keep getting the same results.

Australia is the mammal extinction capital of the world,” she said. “The need

for action has never been greater.”

Since then, reforms of the EPBC have been methodically rolled out in stages,

frustrating conservationists who say the promised urgency to reform the Act

has not eventuated. They are particularly concerned about state exemptions

that do not prevent the destruction of species the Commonwealth has

committed to protect.

Conservationists have urged the Victorian government to cease its operations in the national park. Source:
Forest Conservation Victoria

Victorian authorities respond to greater glider death

While the glider was found dead next to a felled tree, a necropsy is yet to be

performed, so the cause of its death has not yet been determined. Yahoo

understands DEECA staff are scheduled to attend the scene and an update will

be sought once the body has been assessed.

Wildlife set to 'pay a heavy price' after Federal Budget 2024 'failure'

Plan to protect six iconic Aussie regions hits 'brick wall'

Footprints on quiet beach lead to never before seen discovery

Responding to the greater glider's death, FFMV's chief fire officer Chris

Hardman claimed his organisation makes "every effort to minimise impacts on

flora and fauna" and that it follows "a rigorous planning and approvals

process".

"We are working within the footprint of existing fuel breaks and crews are only

treating dangerous trees and clearing encroaching vegetation," he continued

in a statement.

"These fuel breaks are critical to enable firefighters to carry out backburning

in the event of a major bushfire, protect Melbourne’s main water supply and

prevent or lessen the impact of large scale bushfires that can lead to mass

wildlife deaths."

Federal environment department continuing enquiries
into tree clearing

Updated: Yahoo understands that as of May 16, the federal department of

environment is continuing to investigate Victoria's tree clearing in Yarra

Ranges National Park.

This was first confirmed on April 23 when it told Yahoo, "The department is

making enquiries to determine whether national environment law is being

complied with. As enquiries are ongoing the department will not provide

comment at this time".

Love Australia's weird and wonderful environment? Get our new newsletter

showcasing the week’s best stories.

Investigator heartbroken by greater glider find in Yarra Ranges National Park

Blake Nesbit from WOTCH was left furious at loggers after the discovery in Victoria's east. Sou…
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Greater gliders spotted in trees marked for removal by Victorian authorities

Activists have shared a video to social media, calling on the Federal Environment Minister Tan…
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Yahoo News Australia

Aussie dad's daring stunt with shark stuns onlookers
The father had been fishing with his two sons when they hooked the three-metre shark, prompting him to jump into action. Watch the
video.

HuffPost

Eric Trump's 'Unvarnished' Claim About Dad Gets Brutal Instant Fact Check
Critics slammed the son of the former president for a wild new claim about his father.

Balance Transfer Offer
Stay in the clear with 0% p.a. for 28 months on balance transfers. 2% balance transfer fee applies.*

HuffPost

Ex-Aide Predicts Future Of Donald And Melania Trump's Relationship
Stephanie Winston Wolkoff weighed in on the former first lady's absence from the campaign trail.

HuffPost

'Truly Shocking': Prankster Reveals Trump Rally Moment That 'Knocked Me Over'
Jason Selvig of The Good Liars said he had never seen this before at one of the former president's rallies.

CNN

Finally, an answer to a mystery surrounding these 1,000-year-old trees
The mighty baobab has grown across mainland Africa, Madagascar and Australia for millions of years. But until now, scientists disputed
where they came from.
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HuffPost

'Look At The Evidence': Karl Rove Drops Bad News For Trump Live On Fox News
The longtime GOP strategist pointed to a shift that's taken place over the past few weeks — and predicted what will happen next.

CNN

At least 5 dead after missile fragments scatter over beachgoers in Russian-occupied Crimea
At least five people, three children and two adults have been killed, Russian authorities announced Sunday and over 100 people injured
where fragments reached some beachgoers during a Ukrainian strike on the city of Sevastopol in Russia-occupied Crimea.

The Independent

Trump promised green cards to all migrants who graduated in US. Then his campaign walked it back
Conservative immigration groups lead outcry about ‘cockamamie proposal’
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Yahoo News Australia

Young Aussie praised for vital act during turtle encounter
The 20-year-old's course of action in rescuing the turtle was praised as the 'right move' by authorities.

The Independent

Trump mixes up Jan 6 riot ‘suspects’ with Russian spies in rambling speech at Christian faith conference
Former president appears to confuse different stories while giving shout-out to Georgia lawmaker

BBC

A Romanian village is set to become Nato's biggest airbase in Europe
The airbase, named after a 19th Century Romanian politician, is set to be Nato's biggest in Europe.
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NewsWire

Group getting $3k tax cut revealed
Jim Chalmers has amped up his tax cut sell, revealing the group of Aussies expected to pocket an average of $3000 amid renewed
concerns on the inflation fight.

Australian Associated Press

'Climate denialist': former PM goes nuclear on Dutton
Paul Keating has described Peter Dutton as a 'peddler of danger' and says building nuclear plants undermines the work already done to
establish renewables.

South China Morning Post

South China Sea: Beijing urges UN not to consider Philippine request to extend continental shelf
China has formally urged a United Nations body not to consider a Philippine bid to extend the legal outer limits of its continental shelf in the disputed South China Sea. In a
diplomatic note last week, China called on the UN's Commission on the Limits of the Continental Shelf not to review the submission, which aims to confirm the outer boundaries of
its legal continental margin beyond the 200-nautical mile (370km) limit. "[The Philippine claims] have seriously infringed China's sovereignty, so
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CNN

Gunmen kill police, priest and civilians in attacks on places of worship in Russia’s Dagestan
Gunmen opened fire on places of worship in two cities of Russia’s southernmost Dagestan province on Sunday, killing at least 15 police
officers and four civilians, including an Orthodox priest, in what appeared to be a coordinated attack.

BBC

India exam chief sacked after outcry over marks
The key examination for medical colleges has been mired in allegations of paper leaks and fraud.

HuffPost

GOP Pollster Explains Why He's 'Very Nervous' Ahead Of Biden-Trump Debate
Frank Luntz named one thing that Americans "haven't made up their minds" on ahead of the CNN-moderated faceoff.

Brunswick: Internet Speed Revolution at $55pm
Want unlimited data and $10 off your first 6 months of fibre Internet? Connect with Uniti Internet today and enjoy reliable, high speed
internet.

The Hill

Trump says he’s decided on his running mate
Former President Trump told reporters Saturday he’s made up his mind about who will be his running mate in November, but he has yet
to tell anyone who it is. Trump told NBC News ahead of a rally in Philadelphia that he’s settled on a vice presidential choice. “In my mind,
yeah,” Trump said when…

The Daily Beast

Kremlin Trolls Team Up With Trumpworld to Attack ‘Dying’ Biden
Ahead of the first big showdown between Donald Trump and Joe Biden at the debate this week, the Trump campaign’s attacks on Biden
are getting a big boost from the Kremlin’s propaganda machine.A pool reporter for Russian President Vladimir Putin and several popular
pro-Kremlin outlets claimed on Thursday that the “top news” for the week included, among other things, that Biden “could not get into…
car on his own”—a claim made by none other than the Trump campaign.“Crooked Joe Biden—who is hardly

CNN

China is watching warily as Putin and Kim forge new ‘alliance’
As Russian President Vladimir Putin glided through the crowd-lined streets of Pyongyang atop a luxury Mercedes-Benz alongside his
North Korean host Kim Jong Un this week, the two autocrats’ most important partner was watching from the sidelines hundreds of
miles away in Beijing.
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