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Bushfire response branded 'excessive' after 1000
burns planned across Aussie state
Could it be time for a rethink of Australia's response to preventing deadly bushfires?

Updated 2 May 2024 · 3-min read

Blue dots indicate planned burns for the next three years in Victoria. Source: FFMV

Michael Dahlstrom · Environment Editor

There’s “nothing normal” about a confronting map showing hundreds of

planned burns scheduled across an Australian state, conservationists have

argued.

On Thursday, Victoria’s Department of Environment (DEECA) had scheduled

1000 burns for the next three years, including over 120 planned for the next

10 days.

The department-run Forest Fire Management Victoria (FFMV) told Yahoo

News planned burns “play a critical role” in reducing the size, intensity and

impact of future bushfires. But critics say the scale of the planned burns is

misguided and could be doing more harm than good.

The Victorian National Parks Association has labelled the current program as

“excessive”. Investigator Jordan Crook told Yahoo News a more targeted

approach is needed because broad-acre fires destroy habitat and kill wildlife.

“Fires in native grasslands in the southwest and on roadsides are incredibly

important, but operations in forests and woodland areas are reducing

biodiversity, and they could be increasing fire severity,” Crook said.

“The area they plan to burn is amazing and so it has a large impact on people’s

health. It’s becoming more contentious and we’re just not seeing enough

foresight from Forest Fire Management Victoria.”

Related: Outrage as koalas found incinerated after government back-burn

Burns have been documented causing the collapse of ancient hollowed trees. Source: Lisa Roberts

Planned burns recorded burning out wildlife hollows

Lisa Roberts from advocacy group Friends of Bats and Habitat Gippsland has

witnessed ancient hollowed trees that provide critical habitat for species like

endangered greater gliders collapse due to the intensity of the government’s

burns.

“We see massive amounts of incredibly damaged forest. We return to the

forests three to five years after the fires have been lit and you can’t walk

through them, because this fire promoted vegetation is just a thicket,” she

said.

“The forests where we do see the highest amount of diversity are those that

haven’t been burned for a long time, but they’re the ones we’re seeing

targeted.”

Excessive smoke caused by large burns can trigger respiratory complaints. Source: Lisa Roberts

How many burns will be Indigenous led low intensity
burns?

The Black Summer bushfires sparked growing interest in Indigenous low

intensity burns which are smaller and targeted. But on Tuesday, just six of the

burns planned for the coming 10 days were being led by Traditional Owners.

During autumn there is an increased number of planned burns on private

property and public land. FFMV maintains its approach is underpinned by

scientific evidence and local knowledge.

Influencers facing $464,400 fines for copying Steve Irwin photo 'trend'

ANOTHER Aussie animal gets trapped in beer can as bins overflow

prompting calls for change

Molly the magpie saga could spark big change in Queensland

During the process, FFMV removes trees and branches which it deems

hazardous and turns them into firewood. However it claims to have ceased

salvage logging and timber harvesting in what remains of Victoria’s native

forests.

“Planned burning is conducted to avoid large scale campaign bushfires, which

burn more intensely and for much longer periods causing far greater smoke

impacts,” FFMV chief fires officer Chris Hardman said in a statement.

“Before all planned burns we prepare well in advance using fire behaviour

modelling and on-ground assessments to ensure conditions are suitable and

safe.”

Love Australia's weird and wonderful environment? Get our new newsletter

showcasing the week’s best stories.
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Incredible photos of 'usual peak hour traffic'
divides Aussies
Images show a flock of the birds scrounging for food in the middle of a street.

Updated Sun 16 June 2024 at 4:48 PM AEST · 2-min read

Photos of sulphur-crested cockatoos standing in the middle of the rural road in Pine Ridge, NSW, on Wednesday have divided
Aussies. Source: Jessy Cottee/Facebook/Native Birds in Australia

Brianne Tolj · Associate News Editor

Incredible photos showing “peak hour traffic” blocking a rural road have

reignited a hot topic among Aussies — highlighting their love-hate relationship

with sulphur-crested cockatoos. The series of images show a flock of the birds

scrounging for food in the middle of a street in Pine Ridge, NSW, on

Wednesday, with a handful of Pink Galahs watching on from a nearby fence.

“Just your usual afternoon traffic…” local woman Jessy posted in a Facebook

group dedicated to native birds. “Best kind of ‘traffic’ in my opinion.”

Others were quick to agree, describing the scenes as “wonderful” and “a

dream”. However, not everyone appeared to be a fan of the cheeky cockatoos

— known for their distinct yellow crest, loud calls and bin antics.

While some Aussies said the sight was 'a dream', others deemed it a 'farmer's worst nightmare'. Source: Jessy
Cottee/Facebook/Native Birds in Australia

“Farmers' worst nightmare,” one person commented. “Destructive and noisy

birds!” another griped. Others pondered if the cockatoos were feasting on spilt

grain or seeds.

“They kept doing this when they removed the bush to extend the freeway,”

another local claimed. “Sadly lesser humans didn’t slow down or stop so it's

lovely to see you did.”

Aussies baffled as cockatoo mysteriously turns pink

Sad incident speaks to secret life of Australia's native cockatoo

Street's wheelie bin trick to stop annoying cockatoos: 'Will it work?'

Sulphur-crested cockatoo 'a pest around urban areas'

Sulphur-crested cockatoos, scientifically known as Cacatua galerita, are one of

more than 60 bird species classified as a pest in Australia due to the damage

they cause to ripening sunflower crops, fruit and nut crops, according to

NSW’s Department of Primary Industries.

Primarily found along the northern and eastern areas of the country, sulphur-

crested cockatoos — which are a protected native species — are also known

to be destructive in urban areas.

Sulphur-crested cockatoos are known to damage crops and cause disruptions in urban areas. Source: Jessy
Cottee/Facebook/Native Birds in Australia

“The popularity of the Sulphur-crested Cockatoo as a caged bird has increased

its range, as these birds either escape or are released deliberately in areas

where they do not already occur,” according to The Australian Museum.

“The species has become a pest around urban areas, where it uses its powerful

bill to destroy timber decking and panelling on houses.”

Late last year, a photo of cockatoos raiding full bins over the Christmas

holidays gained attention, with experts explaining the birds were trying to

adapt to their changing landscape.

“Development is a major issue,” WIRES rescuer and bird expert Inga Schwaiger

told Yahoo News at the time. “They’re losing trees and the tree hollows which

take a long time to form in them. Cockatoos nest in tree hollows.”

Do you have a story tip? Email: newsroomau@yahoonews.com.

You can also follow us on Facebook, Instagram, TikTok, Twitter and YouTube.

Australian scientists discover ancient ‘echidnapus’

The species gets its nickname from its resemblance to the platypus and the echidna, but it’s for…
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Incredible photos of 'usual peak hour traffic' divides Aussies
While some said the sight was 'a dream', others deemed it a 'nightmare'. Find out why.

BBC

How a Kenyan farmer became a champion of climate change denial
A Kenyan farmer has caught the eye of climate change deniers worldwide. But what is driving him?
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Feel like you're paying too much for your health cover?

South China Morning Post

How do hydrogen vehicles work? Are they the future of transport?
At the International Hydrogen Fuel Cell Vehicle Congress and Exhibition in Shanghai last week, more than 300 companies from countries
including China, Japan, Korea and Canada came to showcase their latest technology and products. Vehicles powered by hydrogen fuel
cells, which emit only water, have attracted increasing attention from policymakers and companies seeking to decarbonise to limit…
global warming to less than 1.5 degrees Celsius above pre-industrial levels. Some carmakers consider hydro

Yahoo News Australia

Electric car driver's embarrassing mistake as BYD ends up bogged on popular beach
It took several attempts to free the vehicle in what has been described as a 'strange' incident.

NewsWire

Key question Dutton won’t answer
Peter Dutton has again refused to release any detail of his nuclear plan, despite repeated questioning in a fiery interview.
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Rare chance for Aussies to see spectacular Aurora Australis before winter ends: 'Most active'
Due to the Sun's recent activity, scientists are predicting we could see more colourful displays in our night skies before winter is over.
Find out more here.

NewsWire

‘Rapid’: States bracing for icy blast
The mercury has screeched down to icy lows across broad areas of the southeast, with inland areas frosting on Monday morning.
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New push to tackle major beach problem that's left multi-million dollar Aussie homes on the edge
Homeowners are becoming increasingly desperate for a fix before it's too late.
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Drones reveal Antarctic whale 'acrobatics'
Aerial footage of humpback whales shows how efficiently they can twist and turn their huge bodies.

Euronews

Rare wild horses back on Kazakhstan’s Golden Steppe after being saved from extinction
These endangered Przewalski's horses are part of an effort to return the species to the Central Asian plains they once roamed.

The Independent

Inside Greece’s tourist tragedies as Michael Mosley and four others die over 11 days in 40C heatwave
Tourists have vanished on the Greek islands of Samos, Symi, Crete, Amorgos and Corfu
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Bid to save early rewilding site that hosts rare nightingales and turtle doves
Conservationists have launched a £1.5 million appeal to buy farmland that was left to nature 37 years ago and now features wildlife-rich
scrub.

GOBankingRates

6 Hybrid Vehicles To Stay Away From Buying
Not all hybrid cars are created equal. While some models offer excellent fuel efficiency, reliability and performance, others fall short.
With so many options, it can be tough to separate the good...
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Impact of pylons plan is devastating, say farmers
Farmers who own land in the path of the National Grid plans fear their fields will be destroyed.
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Expanding heat dome to send temperatures soaring 20 degrees above normal in Northeast
Milder temperatures over Father’s Day weekend are set to give way much hotter weather
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Man Annoyed When Charging Cable Gets Stuck in Cybertruck
Cyberstuck A viral TikTok shows a frustrated Tesla owner trying to figure out what to do when his charging cable gets stuck in his
Cybertruck. Or, as the folks at the r/CyberStuck subreddit put it: "Cybercharger got cyberstuck." The TikTok shows the Cybertruck's
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Cybertruck. Or, as the folks at the r/CyberStuck subreddit put it: "Cybercharger got cyberstuck." The TikTok shows the Cybertruck's
owner — Tesla enthusiast Jeremy Judkins — struggling to figure out what […]

There's a plate for everyone. Create yours
Have you been looking to take your ride to new heights? Sky's the limit with Custom Plates.

BBC

Are animals conscious? How new research is changing minds
A series of experiments have led a number of scientists to say animals may be conscious.

Cosmo

Blake Lively looks gorgeous in exposed bra and sheer shirt
Actress Blake Lively wore a sheer mini dress with exposed bra detailing for a 'This Ends With Us' book event and dished about the
forthcoming film

HuffPost

Kate Middleton, Prince William Celebrate Father's Day With Sweet New Photo
The new photo comes just one day after the Princess of Wales made her first public appearance in six months.
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